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impression of being the source from which proceeds every
action, every phase of activity and every enterprise, no
matter what its character. To such an extent is this the
case, that practically nothing seems to be done throughout
the length and breadth of his dominions without his influ-
ence in the matter being both felt and apparent. There is
nothing so trivial that it does not interest him. He will
turn from the greatest and most important matters of state
to the most petty question concerning court etiquette or
domestic mismanagement, and will not hesitate to interrupt
an interview with the chancellor of the empire, or with
some foreign ambassador, to spank one of his youngsters if
he happens to have been misbehaving himself I
He keeps absolute personal control over the army, the
navy, the state administration, and his court, and yet finds
time to supervise his children's lessons and amusements.
He attends even to the pulling out of the milk teeth of his
little ones and permits no one else to do it, as the follow-
ing little anecdote, concerning Prince Oscar, his fifth son,
will illustrate.
The boys had, and I believe still have, an English gov-
erness, who is very strict and Independent with them, and
who just on that account, probably, is highly esteemed
and liked by her young pupils, as well as by their parents.
On the occasion of her last anniversary, the empress with
her usual kindness prepared a pretty birthday table for her,
decked out with all kinds of presents from the imperial
couple, and from each of the children. Prince Oscar's
gift, which he had carefully done up himself in ribbons and
tinted paper, and inscribed with his name, turned out to be
a small and empty cardboard box. On being taken to
task by his mother as to what he meant by this, he in-
formed her that the box was destined to hold the first

